[image: ]ACOUSTICAL CEILING PANEL TAKE-BACK & RECLAMATION PROGRAM 


PART 1 – GENERAL 
1.1 RELATED DOCUMENTS

Drawings and general conditions of the Contract, including General and Supplementary Conditions and Division 01 Specification Sections, apply to work of this Section.

Intent:
This Section shall be read in conjunction with project-wide sustainability, demolition, and waste management requirements. In the event of conflict, the more stringent requirement shall govern.

1.2 SUMMARY

A. Section Includes:

1. Manufacturer-supported take-back and reclamation plan for select acoustical ceiling panels supplied by Sky Acoustics.

B. Related Sections:

1. Section 01 74 19 – Construction Waste Management and Disposal
2. Section 01 93 16 – Recycling Programs
3. Section 09 51 00 – Acoustical Ceilings



1.3 DEFINITIONS

A. Sky Acoustics:
Manufacturer of architectural acoustical ceiling and wall systems.

B. Take-Back Program:
A manufacturer-supported process whereby eligible Sky Acoustics ceiling panels are collected at end-of-use and directed to approved recycling or material recovery pathways.

C. Approved Recycling Partner:
An independent third-party recycling facility or ceiling recycling program that has reviewed and accepted eligible Sky Acoustics materials for processing.

D. Contractor:
Entity responsible for removal, handling, packaging, and preparation of ceiling panels for take-back.

E. Common Carrier:
An independent carrier arranged by the Contractor or Owner to transport approved materials to the designated recycling facility.


1.4 SUBMITTALS

A. Sustainability Documentation:
1. Submit documentation indicating participation in the Sky Acoustics Take-Back Program where applicable. ( Must be at the Specification Stage ) 
2. Include estimated or actual quantities of ceiling panels directed to approved recycling pathways.

B. LEED Documentation (When Applicable):

1. Provide documentation supporting construction waste diversion strategies under:
· LEED v4.1 / v5 – Materials and Resources (Construction and Demolition Waste Management)

C. Waste Management Coordination:

1. Identify eligible Sky Acoustics ceiling panels as materials intended for recycling or material recovery.

2. Refer to Section 1.7 for detailed Waste Management Plan requirements specific to Sky Acoustics ceiling panels.






1.5 QUALITY ASSURANCE

A. Materials Acceptable for Take-Back (Standard Eligibility):

1. Sky Acoustics ceiling panels manufactured with:
· G-Series Glass fiber Core
· Yellow Core
· Aptus and Cumulus Grid 

2. Panels shall be:
· Dry
· Clean
· Free of visible debris
· Removed intact from suspension systems
· Free from Defects ( Dents, Tears, Scatches and General Damage ) 
B. Materials Acceptable for Take-Back (Case-by-Case Review):

1. Fabric-wrapped ceiling panels where facings are removable or separable, as required by the recycling partner.
2. Panels with manufacturer-applied coatings or finishes.

C. Materials Not Acceptable for Take-Back:

1. Materials containing asbestos or contaminated by hazardous substances.
2. Wet, moldy, or weather-damaged panels.
3. Panels contaminated with construction debris, insulation, or gypsum.
4. Panels modified after manufacture, including field-applied paint, adhesives, or laminates.
5. Panels not packaged in accordance with approved handling requirements.

D. Environmental Controls:

1. Ceiling materials shall not come into contact with asbestos-containing materials, hazardous waste, or special waste.
2. Where abatement has occurred, written verification confirming no cross-contamination is required.( Asbestos Reports, Contamination Reports ) 3rd party. 

E. Coordination of Work:

Coordinate ceiling removal activities with other trades to prevent damage or contamination, including mechanical, electrical, fire protection, and drywall work.

1.6 PROJECT AND MATERIAL APPROVAL

A. Take-Back Request Registration:

1. Submit a take-back request to Sky Acoustics before material removal.

B. Required Information:

1. Project contact information.
2. Building information (year of construction, building use, contractor).
3. Confirmation of asbestos survey, where applicable.
4. Product type, estimated quantity, and removal schedule.
5. Photographic documentation confirming material condition.

C. Approval:

1. Sky Acoustics will review the submitted information to confirm eligibility.
2. Approval does not guarantee acceptance by downstream recycling partners if materials fail to meet stated requirements upon receipt.


1.7 WASTE MANAGEMENT PLAN

A. General:

1. Incorporate eligible Sky Acoustics ceiling panels into the Project’s Construction and Demolition Waste Management Plan as materials intended for recycling or material recovery through the Sky Acoustics Take-Back Program.
2. Coordinate waste management activities related to ceiling panel removal with Sky Acoustics and approved recycling partners.

B. Material Identification:

1. Identify ceiling panels designated for take-back by:

· Product name
· Core type (G-Series Glass fiber Core or Yellow Core)
· Estimated quantity (by area or weight)

1a. Contact Sky Acoustics for assistance with 1.7B if required.


2. Clearly distinguish eligible Sky Acoustics ceiling panels from non-approved ceiling materials and general demolition waste.



C. Recycling Pathways:
1. Identify the approved recycling or material recovery pathway designated by Sky Acoustics.
2. Document the intended recycling destination prior to material removal.
3. Recycling pathways shall consist of third-party programs or facilities approved by Sky Acoustics.

D. Segregation and Handling:

1. Segregate eligible ceiling panels from non-approved materials during removal, staging, and storage.
2. Do not mix ceiling panels intended for take-back with gypsum board, insulation, mechanical or electrical debris, or general construction waste.
3. Handle materials in a manner that preserves material integrity and prevents contamination.

E. Storage and Protection:

1. Store ceiling panels in a clean, dry location protected from weather exposure.
2. Prevent contact with moisture, soil, dust, or debris.
3. Do not store materials in areas subject to water intrusion or heavy construction traffic.

F. Contamination Controls:
1. Ceiling panels shall not come into contact with asbestos-containing materials, hazardous substances, or special waste.
2. Where abatement has occurred, provide written verification that materials were not contaminated.
3. Exclude any material suspected of contamination from the take-back program.

G. Packaging and Staging:
1. Package ceiling panels in accordance with Sky Acoustics Take-Back Program requirements.
2. Stack panels neatly on pallets and secure using banding or stretch wrap.
3. Label pallets with project name, product type, and estimated quantity.
4. Stage materials in a location suitable for inspection and pickup.
5. Contact Sky Acoustics for Skid, Packaging Size and Dimensions. 

H. Documentation and Recordkeeping:

1. Track quantities of ceiling panels designated for take-back, including quantities, dates of removal, and dates of shipment.
2. Maintain records identifying the approved recycling destination.
3. Submit waste management documentation in accordance with Division 01 requirements.

I. LEED Coordination (When Applicable):

Participation in the Sky Acoustics Take-Back Program may support project waste diversion strategies but does not guarantee achievement of any specific LEED credit.

J. Responsibility:

The Contractor is responsible for implementing all waste management procedures associated with ceiling panel take-back unless otherwise specified.


PART 3 – EXECUTION
3.1 HANDLING, PACKAGING, AND TRANSPORT

A. General Requirements:

1. Obtain written approval from Sky Acoustics prior to packaging and shipment.
2. Contractor is responsible for removal, packaging, and transport unless otherwise agreed in writing.

B. Packaging Requirements:

1. Panels shall be neatly stacked on pallets.
2. Pallets shall be securely banded or stretch-wrapped, clearly labelled, and protected from moisture.
3. Mixed materials are not permitted unless pre-approved by Sky Acoustics.

C. Transport:

1. Deliver materials only to approved recycling partners designated by Sky Acoustics.
2. Sky Acoustics does not assume ownership of materials during transport.
3. Materials rejected due to contamination or improper packaging remain the responsibility of the Contractor or Owner.


END OF SECTION


IMPORTANT NOTICE – GUIDE SPECIFICATION

This specification is provided as a guide only.
Sky Acoustics makes no claim of universal recyclability and does not guarantee acceptance of materials by third-party recycling facilities. All take-back activities are subject to project approval, material condition, and recycler requirements.



   
image1.jpeg
Yz

B R
y - n - - —\ /—
[ G y 4 £ \ \ / y f
t\\ - W | 4 ‘ |
r;ﬁ 5 k\\ /\\‘ \\ ;\‘/v /'
A ‘j : 777“/ - y e ‘ \71 \ ,/"’
il ] ’i,





